334           SIB RODERICK MURCHISOK

"Warburton, Webster, and others, was unbounded, and I was
then, to the great delight of my wife, another man.

" Immediately I had acquired this taste my wife and self
resolved to explore for ourselves (1825) the whole southern
coast of England, from the Isle of Wight inclusive, where
all our home phenomena were repeated^ to Land's End. For
this purpose I had a nice little pair of horses, a light car-
riage, and with saddles strapped behind to use the nags for
riding when at any centre of attraction. At some places we
examined the cliffs in boats, she never failing to make good
sketches. When we reached Lyme-Regis, she being rather
fatigued, I left her to recruit there and amuse herself, and
become a good practical fossilist, by working with the cele-
brated Mary Anning of that place, and trudging with her
(pattens on their feet) along the shore; and thus my first
collection was much enriched.

" The year 1826 was very dear to me, for then it was that
my good wife accompanied me to the Yorkshire coast, and
made many a sketch of cliff and fossil for me, and thence
travelled with me to Brora, and various parts of the He-
brides. There also we had our little horses ; and many were
the rides she took in Skye and many other places, where
wheels could not go. Then it was, too, that she found the
Ammonites Murchiscmi^ and many other fossils, first de-
scribed by Sowerby.

" "When we were boating it along the shores of Arran in
1826, old Eonald Macalister, the guide of Jameson, who,
with a little boy to help, was our only boatman, got quite
ffous with his too frequent drams, and as I was thus
obliged to row back most of the way from Loch Kanm to
"^rodick, he amused my poor wife much when, sitting coiled

'n the bow, lie kept saying, ' N"oo, I'm the Laird.'nthusiasm
